
At Hope Acts, we are committed to the promise of the 
American Dream for all people. And now, more than ever, 
is the time to put our values into action to ensure New 
Mainers are given safety, dignity and support to build new 
lives and become valuable members of our community.

We are the only non-profit in Maine providing 
transitional housing, at Hope House, for newly arrived 
asylum seekers, as well as critically needed support and 
assistance for all immigrants who seek our free services. 
The Hope House English Language Program (HHELP) and 
other educational and leadership-focused efforts expand 
our reach even further.

Our work is deeply rooted in our belief that when given 
the opportunity to succeed, New Mainers make powerful 
and inspiring contributions to our shared American Dream.

“I wanted a better life for 
myself and for the girls and 
women in my country.”

—  Stephanie, who fled home after receiving 
threats for her work to save young girls 
from genital mutilation and the sex trade.

—  Nicholas, physician from Democratic Republic of 
Congo who had to flee the country in 2016 because 
of his volunteer work with American NGOs.

“When I risked so much to get to 
America it was because I believed 
in the American Dream… and I still 
believe in the American Dream.”

“English class is important for 
me because I want to know 
American culture. I want to be 
an engineer because I studied 
electronics in the Congo and I 
want to continue my major.”

—  Santos, who takes English classes 
through HHELP and lives at Hope House. 

“It was a feeling like 
liberty, a freedom.”

—  Job, who escaped war in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
and now wants to train to be 
a fire fighter, describing his 
first feelings at Hope House. 

Thank you for supporting  
the work of Hope Acts.
On behalf of Armand, Stephanie, 
Jeanne, Job and the entire Hope Acts 
community, THANK YOU! Your gift 
provides housing, English classes, 
support services and a hopeful future. 

Here are some ways you can help:
n Make a tax-deductible gift – a one-
time gift or a recurring monthly gift – 
online at www.hopeacts.org/give or with 
a check made out to Hope Acts mailed to 
PO Box 7615, Portland, ME 04112.

n Join our Sustaining Hope Circle by 
becoming a monthly donor. Your monthly 
gift of any size helps tremendously.

n Volunteer – to learn about 
opportunities, contact Carolyn at  
207-613-5052 / carolyn@hopeacts.org 
or for HHELP, Diane at 207-274-6005 / 
diane@hopeacts.org.

Follow us on Facebook and subscribe to 
our e-newsletter.

         Facebook.com/HopeActs



2016 Financials

Hope Acts
PO Box 7615
Portland, ME 04112
207-228-1140
hopeacts.org

Our Vision  We envision a 
community where immigrants 
are welcomed and empowered 
socially, emotionally, physically, 
economically and spiritually.

Our Mission  We provide 
housing, English classes and 
other resources that support 
immigrants in transitioning to 
life in Greater Portland and 
in achieving their goals for a 
successful future.

Events:   
$2,917  

Fundraising: $9,655

Special thanks to Ann Casady, Casady Design  

and Joyce Endya and FindingHumanKIND.com.

Organizational / Corporate Donors: 
$13,110  

Events: 
$13,184  

Program Revenues:   
$5,003  

Public  
Funding:   
$56,478  

Grants/Foundation 
Support:   
$43,000  

Individual  
Donors:   
$54,997  

Total Income:  
$185,772

Program: 
$135,396  

Administration:
$29,430  

Total Expenses:
$177,398

n Since Hope House opened its doors 
in November 2013, over 40 residents 
have made successful transitions to 
new apartments, new jobs and new 
lives as Mainers.

n HHELP Manager, Diane Haley,  
was hired in September 2016 to 
oversee the continued growth of the 
program, which now provides four 
levels of classes, to 50 students from  
12 countries.  

n To mark HHELP’s first year 
anniversary, students, families and 
volunteer teachers celebrated with a 
graduation ceremony that included 
over 60 high spirited guests, awards 
and a feast of African and American 
specialties.  

n In November of 2016 we welcomed 
Carolyn Graney as our Immigrant 
Support Program Coordinator. Carolyn 
and resident manager, Armand 
Turinyungu, work to foster a sense 
of community, empowerment and 
hopefulness for Hope House residents. 

n The launch of a new biweekly 
English/French conversation group 
gives residents an opportunity to 
practice their English with community 
members eager to brush up on  
their French.

n In April of 2017, Executive Director 
Karen Stimpson was hired to lead 
the organization through a period of 
change and renewed focus on support 
for New Mainers.

Recent Highlights

“In America I am an asylum seeker, but 
I can still help others…I see how people 
change, I see how people start to learn 
English and have confidence.”

—  Armand, who came to the U.S. from Burundi and now 
serves as Hope House’s resident manager, explaining 
how he is inspired by watching other residents grow.

“If I hadn’t found the house here, I 
don’t know where I would be right now. 
I found a family. I found parents.” 

—  Jeanne D’Arc, from Rwanda, describing the  
importance of her first month of living at Hope  
House and starting English classes.

Staff
Karen Stimpson, Executive Director

Carolyn Graney, Immigrant Support 
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Diane Haley, HHELP Program Coordinator

Armand Turinyungu, Hope House  
Resident Manager
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